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_At:the first Sih Meer of: the hoard of cura: 
tors. of this Society [ presented a map 
of. St. Stephen's Parish, -S. C., and the 
- parts adjacent, executed by Henry Mou- 
zon, for. the purpose of showing the sey- 
eral lines by which the Santee and the 
Ceoper, rivers might be cennected. by a 
navigable canal... At What time this map 
Was published does not RES on the 
face of it, nor haye I the means otherwise 
of determining its date. Im one corner of 
the map is a.vignette, exhibiting the indi- 
go plant-in its leaf and its.seed. and-.an 
industrial picture rep pies the process 
of its manufacture. An old tradition long 
current in St Stephen's says tt hat the port- 
ly, figure who represents the. master. is 
that of Mr Peter Sinklier, and the figure 
near him, that of his overseer, Mr Guerrvwv. 


If this tradition’ is true then the map 
must have been published Defore the war 
of the Revolution, for- Peter Si sinker r died. 


2 prisoner in -the provost mars “hails pris- 
on in Charleston, When Sotrert@arolina was 
under the iron rule of Lord Carnwallis and 
his satellites, : é 

The importance as weli as the 
. o£ connecting’ the -two rivers by:2 canal, 
and thus. shortening: the distance, while 
it avoids the tedious and dangerous navi- 
gation of the lower Santee and the ocean, 
must have been patent to every thinker 
as soon as the settlements on the Santee 
extended beyond the easy reach of Cooper 
River, but if is a curious illustration of 
the habits of our Pane that. we ean find 
no trace of their speculations on this and 
other Kindred topics—-and 
the subject I will here mention that when 
{ had determined to ive this sketch 
I consulted the valuable files of newspa- 
pers belonging to the Charleston Library 
in search of facts which might prove use- 
ful - and interesting. but without any suc- 
cess, Until the year 1825 one wouid never 
learn from our papers thut tne commerce 
‘of this city .was. largely fed- by a:.canal, 
Which made access to the upper country 
comparatively easy—nas, even the .busi- 
ness directories “whieh for a Jong period 
always occupied a considerable space in 
our yearly almanacs failed to announce 
the existence of such a body.as the 


feasibility 


prep: 


Canal Company. In the. year Isié- we find’ 
for the first time the announcement of its 
oficers. and “direetors ac their office . in” 


aiter the canal 


Charleston, and that. yeur. 


uraecture, 
canstructing a 


Jiarion, 


‘Broad, 


or Rutherford, 


While [I am on. 
' Chester, 


Santes 
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“AEE SAN TH md CANAL. 


had been nineteen years: in operation, we 
see for the first time on the commercial 
lists the arrival of boats through the San- 
tee Canal. 

That the 


importance of the work was 


deeply impressed, on the minds of the 
thoughtful and, enterprising men of the 
SLke .appears irom .the,.. fact,) that. in 
March, i786, when the country was, stul 


biseding from the effects of the late war, 
and when industry was partially paralyzed 
by the yisible decline of the indigo man- 
a company was chartered for 
canal hetween the Santee 
and the Cooper Rivers. The charter was. a. 
perpetual one. with a grant of ample pow- - 
ér and privileges. Among the names of 
the, corporators: We,bad ‘those of. John 
and Edward Rutledge, Gen. Sumter, Gen 
Judges... Gaillard Burke - and 
Grimke, H. izard and 3 Nath tussell. It 
is impossible to overestimate the impar- 
tance og the Santee River as a channel of 
ecommerce of the several affhuents which 
form it by their jumetion at what is now 
ealled Fort Motte. One, the Saluda; has. its 
remote source in Greenville, mear the cele- 
brated Caesar’s Head. Soon ceasing to be 
a mountain torrent it visits as a bold 


stream the old districts. of Pendleton, 
Greenville, Laurens. Abbeville. Edgefield, 
Newberry and Lexington;.another, the 


rises in the Hickory Nut Gap in 
North Carolina, and passing near the town 
it enters Spartanburg, in’ 
and enlarged by the afflu- 
ence of Pacolet and other smaller riv- 
ers it Visits the districts of York, Union, 
Fairfield and. Richland. Effecting” 
at Columbia a junction with the Saluda, it 
receives the name of the Congaree and 
hastens to meet the other great athuent 
of the Santee, washing the district. of 
kichiand on the north and then of Lex- 
ington and Orangeburg on the south. dn 
the Blue Ridge of North Caralina rises the 
Catawba, which in its course passes near 
the towns of Lincolnton and Charlotte. On 
entering South Carolina between York and 


South-Carolina, 


Lancaster. and passing thenee by. the 
“town of Camden, above whieh it is known 


is the Wateree, it washes the sot? of Sum- 
ter and og Richland before it joins the 
Conguree and forms the .Santee... The. 
great river: thus: formed by its mighty af- 
tients flows down to-tae.sea with Orange- 
burg and Charlesten on its south «and 
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‘upper country was at that 
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Mere 
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and Georgetown on 
HUE foe 
may use the waters. of this: noble 
ns their commercial tishwav,. and 
the imagination can: put mo mits to. the 
araount of manutacturing Industry Which 


‘a eeonter: Williamsburg 


may be £ostered by its water power. No 


project of internal improvement ever of- 
fered such rich and continually increas- 
ing rewards as this did. Important as the 
epoch, it had 


assure prospect of indefinitely increasing 
importance, and the canal which brought 


the great river into close connection with 
Charleston misht be considered a proper- 
tr whose value would indefinitely increase 


with time and with the development of the 


“to river. 


‘eommenced., 


-eommercial 


country. These were reasonable hopes. 
they were utterly deceived. and £ nave 


1ES2 
effeet 


people. 


long thought that the frustration o£ 
hopes had a permanently injurious 
upon the spirit of enterprise of our 

Though the charter was. granted in 17x6 
it was not until 1798 that the 
Doubtless the pressure of the 
retarded the Gommencement of 
erations. Late in 18); perhaps, not before 
the end of December. -the canal, was 
opened for the passage of boats from river 
From: that time to- the: final 
abandonment of the canal in 1s— the pbril- 
liant hopes which had ushered it into ex- 
istenee began to decline, until they entire- 
ly disappeared, and this great, useful and 
important enterprise was Known only as a 
raiuure. 

Mouzon's map, without going into par- 
ticulars as to the elevations to be vover- 
come, lays down five lines on either of 


times Op- 


which a canal might be constructed. He 


propesed to avail himself of the natural 
channeis furnished by. Biggin Swamp and 


Fair Forest Swamp, whose janction torms 


the western branch of ‘Cooper. River. and 
“or thé. eastern branch and its trijutairics, 


“junetion of the two branches. if is 


P 
7 
ie 
' 
be 
+4 
i 
1. 


: tes: during: the war of the Revolution, 


. ntendence of ColoJahn Cit: 


including wiles Hell Hole Swamp, and to. 


reach the Santee by touching one of its 
aiinents. sae respectively as, arecn- 


Lake, Santee Creek 
“The distance. fram 


land Swamp Mattasee 
and Savannah. Creek. 


the Santee to thé eastern. eraush ix uavhy 
fiiteen .miles:. to..the western branet 
through . Fair... Forest. Swamp, .. Sittect 


Swamp. itis 


Miles, whilst through Biggia. i 
howey er, Paes 
¥ 


twenty-one miles. This line. 


the advantag -8-of shortening by from forty 


to sixty miles the distance from Green- 
land. Swamp to Cooper, River below, the 


Ty i ‘D= 


able that .en.each of tbese lines it writ 


have been unnecessary to. construct ou 
artificial reservoir by which rain wire 
might be held for ‘the use of ihe adna:. 


“THe work was eonimitted to the pia 


wet beh ee 


Swede, wha. probally: came fo AIS: Cet 


‘ thie, State, 


“his hands, 


Work Was 


“he deviated 


M ares “o> “v 


“stihl 


held the office of :chief engineer of 
That: he was a great-artist is 
provest’ by: his. work; 
eiulis One niay be doubted) It seems to.me 
that. if he had selected Greenland Swamp 
as his point of. departure he would have 
had a navizable stream almost ready .to 
and. thereby making as direct 


Will) 


rv line as. possible to .Biggin Swamp, .he 
would. fer the. greater. part of his. line 


have had water. Rowing from perennial 
springs, and would have: had,-di not a 
shorter surammit level to. overcome, at 


least it would bave been that level alone 
which would have been absolutely.depend- 
ent upen such reservoirs. He did com- 
micnee the canal on» a biuff about two 
miies below Greenland Swamp. and almost 


from. that point to the lower Blaek Oak 
Lock, / where the (canal enters -Biggin 
Swamp. for «a distance of about: thirteen 
or fourteen miles the water was almost ex- 
clusively supplied by-artificial reservoirs. 
With all his abilities -Col Senf had in- 
firmities: of temper which made kim an 
unsate direetor in this: piofieer of indus- 
trial enterprise in the State. I know noth- 
ing of his... history except what can be 
gathered from: the. traditions-of St’ John’s, 
Bekéleyv.: Por: eigeht “ears He habitually 
resided in that eountry and: his social vir- 
nes commended him to the good will of 
but he seemed to be governed 


the pee mie, 


oy an. inordinate. vanity, which ‘could 
brayk not even the appearance ofa rival. 


Thus, 


tTheugh his 
Monzon s. tine 


judenrent approved of 
from. Greenland Swamp, 
from .it as. much as it was 
possible for him to do». and instead of 
using the natural channei of Greenland 
Swamp he commenced -on a bluff of the 
river on whien, the current was perpetu- 
ally -weorlngs, and which, therefore. had: to 
be protected trem injury. by artificial 
breakwaters. 

it has been asserted, however, that. it 
YAS not jealousy of Mouzon which gov~ 
ermendk Col Sent in the choice of a Jecation. 


but that vhé was actine in obedience -to 
t 


the will of one on the directors: - who: 
DOSSeSSIng a jarge body of “land orm: the 
river banks hoped: to improve its value by 
ritkn the canalithrough it. He had 
avtvuhy planned the site af a town, which 
Wie To overt Ris: nameand-inerease his 
Went: (0th Ps true, and. no doubt: of 
its fritinenistierd in that country, then the: 


is tharsenhtl: 

Heel bis judement to tk 
Ane ie his. emplovers, Aine -sheme failed. 
wWwealliy dil moet eome, but the reasort 
serves to point. A merai: bdo not 
‘asserted — that 
two. individuals. were among 


With having. sacri- 


* reckless greed of 


Krew thatedt. can: he 
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by Gen Hartwell, 


canal, or perhaps its most interesting 


fore offered if the Major woul 


art, but his observation of the 
which he superintended !aborers 


‘him the 


cessful aperation 


ness the erqwning. tri 


ee ee eR Peele ew ert 


SN ens t E = 


sy deka 


Ltt 


Taek ty Rilack Oak, a distance nti shi ge 
“rniles. 


Chis coud never have apy 
had the ¢ngineer minde a practic: “al 
the natural water courses. 

A. few anecdotes are current illustrating 
this jealous vanity of the engineer. Major 
Samuel Porcher’s residence, which was 
ruthiessly destroyed during the late 


use of 


Was near the canal, and 
not. only had a commanding view of the 
see- 


tion, but was itself a eonspicnuous object 


from the point where the great river read: 
“intersects it. 


Col Senf had often 
his hospitality and was desirous 
ing his appreciation of his kind 
making a professional return. ee 


erjoved 
of Showw- 
ness by 


& there- 


pdf OT. 


tain number cf workers at his “disposal to. 
embeilish his grounds after the ¢ 

3 et © ientifiec art. | the Major was 
Wiiling to avail himself of cee 
i 


V > 
sty.e 


“epuite 
Colone:’s 
nanner Wi 
s Cate Se 
him that if he. complied with his reauest 
he would have, his estate heautifiel at a 
eost far bevond his means. He therefore 
suggested that if the Colanel would give 
plan de would have it. faithfully 
exwecuted under his own supervision. 
this by no means suited the views of the 
jea@ious engineer. He was willing to give 
his time and his taste, but no other berson 
should contribute to the work, and so the 
scheme of embellishment was dismissed. 
Another, anecdote presents his jealous 
Vanity. in. a dight at once: tudi¢rous and 


unamiabie.. At Simpson's Lock the canal 
is ready te enter the Biggin Creek; there 
the tide. flows up to the cana! and here in 
fact it enters Cooper River. Instead,-how- 


ever, oF using .the -tortaous’ and... siug- 


ish stream, he determined to cut 2 new 
channel so as to have a straight course 
for two miles down to the river proper. 


Was made for the suc- 
ot. the work, the chan- 
nel was dug anda day Was apnointed 
when, the river should be sotemniv ad- 
mitted into its new-channel. He spoke of 
it-as'.a ereat and: crowning. effort of en-= 
gineering skill, and on the evening before 
the fatal day -he. went. with some 
friends ta spend the night with 4 
trie: The ‘atter,; aware of his intended 
visit, invited his neighbors to mest and 
breakfast with the great enzineer.and ac- 
company him to the scene of his triumph. 
Col Senf had an intelligent German 
vant whom he sent forward CALIY in the 


Every prenaration 


select 


Ser 


‘morning toe see that no oversight had oe- 


curred im the preparations, ami then sat 
down to enjoyed luxurious bre: rktoast with 
his, admiring frieicis.. trer teisurely en- 
joying their meal the party <6t otf fo wwit- 
pir of. tert, the ah 
Inty 


version Of a fiver from its oul bed 


Gen ioul- ; 


ov 


-in its new chemnel as qialetiy 


War 


But. 


him! | Col Senet 


TEE OEE 


- On reaching the spot what was 
their 


amazement to find: the ‘rivér flowing 
as iit had 
never known any other, *he servant why 
Enew what was to be done, but -did not 
know that it was to be the last seene in 
an act of glorification, had quietiv done it 
and. Was idiy svaiting for further orders, 
The triumph of art was complete, So -per- 
fect had all the prep arati ons been that it 
needed not the master’s hand to finish it. 
But’ this, didnot: satisfy the «Colonel He 
only saw himself. robbed by a presumptu- 
ous Servant. of a-fame which was justly. 
his own, and he instantly dismissed him 
from nis service. Not many vears after- 
Wards tirat servant was . himself the su- 
perintendent of the canal. 

The estimated eost of the work was fif- 
ty-five thousand’ eet sterling, Its. act- 
val ‘Cost wis nearly timies that 
amount. In eonstructing a work of this 
kind obvicusity the best and cheapest way 
of proceeding is to divide it-into sections 
and let them out to Contractors, who shall 
work under the general supervision of the 
engineer, and whose. work shall net be 
accepted and paid for until approved by 
undertook: not only. the 
supervision. but the. immediate 
superintendence’ of the  laborers.-and » in 
larze measure assumed the functions: of 
an overseer. | Hence, of course, a «creat 


time-as. well as Joss of money. 


four: 


~ a } 
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The short distance, 22 miles; was not com- 
pieted “until after eight -vears. ‘of work; 
being less than three miles a -year ata 


eost of more than thirty thousand dollars 
a mite. Add to this: enormous’ cost the 
loss sustained by the subseribers in wait- 
ine so tone for their’monev, and the act- 
ual Cosi Was nearly forty thousand dollars 
per-mile. Ail economical ideas were re- 
jected. The charter -had limited» their 
clear annual-income to 25 per cent of their 
expenditures, and they confidently ex- 
pected that this profit would How in so 
rapidly that the tolls would be little more 
than nominizt. 

Hitherto I have spoken of Col Senf.in a 
way which is the reverse of .compilmen- 
tary. I must now take up his defence, I 
have given hitherto the prevaiiing opinion 
of those who hebituaily saw.) him 
at his work: but he is: not without -strong 
Srounds of defence: > 

Col Sent was by noomeans blind t6 the 
advantage of contract wrk, but 
it would mot answer with the people with 
whem. he hart:to deal. . The. ignorant: la- 
borer: might amake excavations by .con- 
tract, but it woul recjuire a set of better 
instructed “laborers to omatke and form 
dams from thesé. excavations. . He feared, 
ton, that the overseers would Maina £ Dep 
in terests of the owners of the “laber) to" 

those 6f the-eanal, wid that in ari for 
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the naa: dene there. mpuld be endless cais- 


Pitt eae pres : 
ine Aa Wokers shonkd be hee laborers, to be 
alike empiared as Be, 2 saouid direct. This 
is in brief his own Objection to contract 
work, but his mo dae Ste per 

him from giving the best—there were no 
engineers Capabvie of superintending the 
contraet work... This cana? was a pioneer 
Of iniand navigation enterprise in Ameri- 


ca. I do not mean to say that there were 


no canals in the country, But certainly 
there were very few and none of any 
magnitude. There were, therefore, no 
practical engineers who, could superintend 
the work of the contractors and Co! Senf 
had to’ instruct his suberdinates. This 
fact we must always bear in mind when 
we hear him condemned for undertaking 
the details of the superintendence, 
Again, the price of labor had increased 
largely -between 1793 and is. At Arst the 
canal paid’ from £15 to £18 per head, two- 
thirds. of which were men. By. the year 


1800 the price of laber nad risen to £24 


per annum for men ane £3). Tor 6 women: 
and the hirers insisted an their empley- 
ing an. equal number of women with men. 
The work was commenced in 1793 with ten 
laborers. By the month of July the num- 
ber was raised to one hundred and fifty. 
After that time a sfreshet in the Santee 


River brought in so many laborers te-the . 


canal that by the end of the year they 
amounted to over. a thousand. In 4794 

eight hundred were “mploved and in 175 
and 1796 seven hut ired Slag : 

The construction of the canal was. be- 
fun ata critical period in the agricultural 
history of the surrounding eouniry.. Dur- 
ing the Colonial periad the bounty which 
the British Government had pid on indi- 


Lt 
A 


so had buiit um the culture and manufac- - 


ture of that product. and poured wealth 
into the laps of the planters. With inde- 
pendence the bounty. being, cf course, 
withdrawn, the State now obliged to com- 
pete on even terms with the rest of the 
world; found the eulrureé of indigo of 
questionable prout, and 32; Was In .a& lan- 
guishing state and no culture as vet at- 
tracted the industry which was dexot ed to 
this ancient staple. About this time, tow, 
the natural: effects -of the opening of the 
upper country Sevan t show themse ives 
in the devastation ef seme. of the most 
fertile Jands inthe Stace. When Mouzon’s 


map was glee am he Whole of Santee. 


Swamp comprised within its limits was 
teeming with irid: istria bitte. In cthe depths 
of that fertife region would be found plan- 
tations which svere th swamp 
lands and it used to tu hear 
the old inhahitants. tel 
danee .of everything 
the heéart-of the ezri 


wy ae ee 
tatisitae 3S 


of “rice “and indise. all surts 


us, Tha i Bek; 


perhaps prevented - 


eae. 
fHoed would have submerged. the whole 


grains were produced even to excess, and 
as am natural consequence fine catthe with 
an entiess swpply:  Gtemick: and butter 
poultirw of ail kinds to Gladden the heart. 
of the hospitable Jladw of the mansion, and 
horses in such number that the spacious 
Stables erected for their accommedation 
could not contain them. Some idea of this 
abundance may be obtained from ‘an in- 
yeniors made by the commissioners ap- 
pointed by the State-to report on the prop- 
erty or Mr Peter Simikier, which was de- 
stroyved by the British when they carried 
him. to die im othe “provoest’s. prison’. in 
leston, Among -other articles enu- 
ted. are twenty thousand pounds of. 
Yo, sixieen biogoded herses, twenry- 
1 mares) and fillies, one hium-. 
and thirty head of stock ‘cattle, -o 
| and fifty-four head of sheep a 
hundred hogs. All these animals dre 
Fr susienance froma tract of land -of 
no areas Magnitude in the bosom of San- 
vamp. 
Bhanic dations of the river were of fre-. 


bioeder 


ne 
nea 


by 
i 
VW 


Guent Gecurrence, but they were harmless, 


An embankment of moderate dimensions 
Was sufficient to protect the dwellings 
fromm the swollen waters of the river, but 
ahout this tire they hecame more serious. 
#s the upper rains were-freed from their 
oDstacies tne waters Ergun more rapidiv 
to. the rivers and ‘eame down. in’ such 
ahiundance as to dk ‘StroV che result of the 
year’s ace Cot Sent says that towards 
the end of 1793 the:laborers who. in July 
were not. ene .bundred and afty, had 
reached .a. thousand.  ‘Theveanal was 2 
beneficent being which was destined to be 
the salvation of the planters: feed and 
pay ior their negroes whose labor was 
thus nipped. just as.it was ready -to’ yield 


“its fruit, ¢ have often heard the people 


+ 
’ 


say that they bad. been. saved from ruin 
by the demand of the ciunnl. for laborers. 
These freshets increased in frequency and 
in destrucriveness,. That of 1796 was so 


high that it has ever since been a stand- 


ani by which ail subseuuent. inundations 
were meusured. Join, Drayton in ‘his 
Siew of South’ Carolina’ says -that “the 
water flowed out of the Santee through 
Hell Hole S@wump into Cooner River. Ma- 
jor (harles Parker, who not many years 


i 


‘Since surveved that coimtry: to examine 


the fensbiol ity of diverting the Santee into 
the east branch of the Cooper River; says. 
the stitement cannct be ‘truer. The 


eplunirey, The result of these ean and: 
destructive freshets was.that by the end 


of the eentury the swamp was abandoned 

and. Sr Stephen's ceased to pe ome of the 

rhehest districts ia the Stare, 
Livrheideyasta tions of the viver aided the 


warel by setding nands there to find prof- 
figs Gimploymenk> the Introduction-of ¢ 
new staple just at that time drew laber- 


j 


Mie Siw Pi pee if tn fhe Wate: at. wages, 


ers from, the canal and caused an exces- 
“tien My oulerie planted cotton un His North- 
wmpton plantation, : near Black Oak. In 
- ii Capt .Peter Gaillard planted it on-~his 
tocks plantation, not far from Eutaw, a 
place’ which he had a short time before 


purchased in order to make provision for 


the support of his St Stephen's: property. 


The result of his éxperiment was so emi-- 
ence. 


nently prosperous that cotton . at 
took the place of indigo and by 1800 was 


the wrecognized staple of the country. 
Thus the country was saved,.a new and. 


Stapie was substituted for the 
uséiess indigo. But the canal suffered by 
it. Wages had increased by one-half of 
the former prices, and those of overseers 
and other employees were. advanced to 
double their former rates, 


profitabie 


But there was. another difficulty which 
Col. Sent had to encounter, and which 


must have tentied greatly to swell the ex- 
pense of the work. This was the fever of 
the country... He said that every year he 
was oblized to .make a change of trades- 


men antd.other skilled iaborers:, no trades- 
man Of any.real skill -ecouid be induced 
te remain on the eanal in the summer, the 
season when the work could most advan- 
tageously be performed. Sometimes he 
counl make coniracts with them only from 
mouth to month. Wenece the aimost im- 
possibility of training. and educaring 


young men to.act as efficient assistant 
engineers, and hence a - vast amount of 
work devolving upon the chier Hennes, 
too, the siow progress of the work. The 
record of mortality from fever is a sad 
one. In his finai report he says: 

From the year 1793 to the 
1860 twenty-four white persons died at the 
canal of fever: of which number were two 
physicians, two assistants: three commis- 
saries, two master curpenters, three mas- 
ter bricklavers and two head overseers: 
the rest were journeymen tradesmen and 
overseers. Tt may easily he coneeived that 
under such inconveniences and changes it 


Fas impossible to effect what might have 
been-é€ven reasonabiy expected, 

The canal° had to eontend against. an- 
other inconvenienee, which perhaps was 


rather vexatious than resuiting in serious 


expenditure. 9 This “was the sturdy oppo- 
sition of the resident pepulation to hav- 
ing ‘the work pass throech. their lands. 


One would imagine that on the project of 
such an enterprise tiand-helders would 
eagerly compete for the advantage of giv- 


ing “i a niehttof way... it svould. add 
largely to the: value of the nropertyv, and 


in a2 healthy state-of society every lock 
wouldinomup-in the eye of the speculative 
proprietor as the site of a future flourish- 
ing-.townr, Buteit. was mot: arded 
here, 

on as an intolerable 


SO! FR 


nuisance, aud ptt 


Fred 794" 


beginning of. 


was restricted to the trade of 


SOR the fontrary, it avas Moke? ap- 


and clamoring were the demands for dam- 
uges when the canai trespassed upon any 
one’s lands. This was one of the econse- 
quences. -of stavery. The planters had no 
funey for the passing through their es- 
tates of slowly moving boats: with all the 
appliances for demoratizing their negroes. 
Hence an almost. universal opposition. 
Col Sent says that there were only two 


gentlemen whose lands were. trespassed 
upon who did not-feel themselves ag- 
erieved: One was Major Porcher, the 
other the director whose mfiuence was 
supposed to have made the White Oak 
Bluff the starting point of the canal. The 
subject of compensation for injuries done 


was a delicate as well as a harassing one. 
Coil Senf recommended compensation in all 
eeses where a property was seriously in- 
injured. In the ease of the rice fields on 
Biggin Swamp.jhe thought a few acres 
yie'ded to the canal amply paid for by in- 
creased security from floods and the priv- 
ilege of taking water from the canal: in 
other eases he says that for the 
a small. quantity of’ land the planter re- 


ceives a safe and convenient navigation 
LO reine and in justice such planter 
shouid rather make some compensation to 


the Aas which procured him such 
adwantages. 
Ali -obstacles 


ensth happily overcome, 


and opposition were at 
and. by the end 


of 18009 the canal was fully opened for the 
passage. of boasts from one river to the 


it was a sad mercantile 


other, and thaugh 
failure and a cause of bitter disappoint- 


projectors, it continued for 
be a useful eommercial high- 
swas rendered useless by the 
Carolina Road to 
the first it 
the Wateree 
River: branch was com- 
pleted there was no more business for it. 

the intention of the cempany to 


Te was 
take entire possession of the boats when 


ment to its 
fifty years to 
Way. until it 
extension of the South 
‘Catumbia .and: Camden: sy 


when the !atter 


they. entered the canal and pass them 
through by teams provided for the pur- 
pose, but as the navigation of the Santee 
required a strong force of hands to take 
the. boats up the river, it was found that 
‘they could also draw ‘the boats through 
the canal nearly as: fast as the teams 
eould da it, and’ these last: were aban-- 
donned. - 
Having now 


brought the canal to its 
completion let us take a survey of 
whole work. 

The canal is twenty-two miles in length, 
it Is thirty-five feet wide at the Pins cf 
the water and twenty feet at the bottom, 
its depth is five and one-halt Geet, with 
four feet of whiter, eapabie of earrying 
boats of twenty-two tons burden: on each 
Side is-a > draw-path ten feet: wider it has 

single flocks, and. in 


two double and eight ¢ 
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© eourse aver the country it les over 
sible + aquedue ts: or Cuiyerts through which 
as Many.swampostreams find a passage 
under its beds. From the Santee it rises 
by lacks thirty-four feet to the summit 
level, whence it descends by seven locks 
to Cooper River. sixty-nine feet, making 
the .difference of level between the two 
rivers thirty-five feet. 

-l Mave already said that the canal hbe- 
Sins at the edge of White Oak Bluff, on 
the Santee River. A little to the west are 
the ruins, scarcely visible, of the residence 
of. Thomas Waiter, who devoted his leis- 


ure to the study of the botany of South 


Carolina, amd whose catalogue of plants, 
published in .London in 1789, is datcd “‘ad 
Ripas Fluvii Santes.” The old homestend 
and the garden, which: was the delight -of 
the old botanist, are now a waste and are 
known only to the curious. A grandson of 
Walter is now an eminent pied ‘ian in 
this eity, and has published several work: 
ila ist trating the favorite pursuit of hi 
estor. On the east of the canal, so near 
chet it mav be said to touch it,-i 
great embankment of Maior Samuel Por- 
cher, a stupendous oenterprise; a bank 
four miles in length. nine feet in height, 
of enarmous base and wide enough at the 
top to permit the easy passage of ren 
men. who meet each other an hors back. 
This work, which was the favorite pur- 
suit of the Major’s life. was constructed 
to protect. his extensive Gains lands 
from. the freshets of the rin Which’ tt 
effectuaily did, but it has ster re 6 ruin: as 
one of the results of the late war. About 
one hundred and fifty feet ses the river 
Wwe come to the first tock. 

AS you may ‘be ignorant of the use and 
construction Of a dock, if may not. be 
amiss ‘here to attempt a deserintion of 
one. As a canal generally passes over an 
uneven country. it is usualiv constructed 
oh several levels. and the locks are the 
contrivances by which boars are male to 
ascend or descend from ane level to mn- 
other. “The locks on the Santee Cana: are 
boxes of masonry ™ feet tous, 1 feet 
wide. with a depth correspomdling to. the 
height or depth to: be accamplishel Waren 
the canal comes. to the end pf a tevel it 
is finished with masonry en the wal 
earried perpendicularly to the depth of the 
next level, the bottem is «iso of ingeonry 

and the side walls. are continued to rive 
pose of the draw-path on the bizher 
level. Above this perpendicular wall are 
ten solidly “constricted Yates, which shut 
in, upon each offer, presenting A “sinary 
angle te the water in the upperdevel Py 
the masonry about the pérperiticniar walk 
stuices’ are provided -throurn wi oh. water 
is passed: into“the lock At che tow, 
of the tock are too gates, whic epen iin 


wa 
Ga’. 
Los es. 
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the lock, and like the others ahi apa 
each other—near the bottom ai these gates 
ate waives (which sare 
means Of a crank at the iton—by- means of 
these. the water is discharged from the 
lock when full. This gate is usually half 
open on account of the enormeus pres- 
sure upon the works by. the water. Now 
let us suppose.a boat in -the lower level to 
he raised: to tae Higher ons. AS “soon as it 
enters the loek the gates are closed upon 
i and “the” sluices at the upper sate 
opened—as the deck gradually Alls the beat 
rises, and when the waster inthe lock 
rises to the level of the uwpner level, the 
presstire new ‘deine equa, on both sides. 
the gates are Hpened and the boat passes 
Our of the Tloek.Tf there is’a boat on the 
upper Jevel wishing to descend, it pais 
immediately through the open gates, whic 

are then cidsed-upon it, and the walves f 
the lower gates opened to let out the 


water from the lock! When jit has sot 
down to the tevel of the lower canal the 


gates are opeyecd and the boat passes cut 
It takes abowt half an hour. te pass a 
boat through a, lock. : 
AS the water in ‘the river°is a variable 
quantity if satierimes rises so high in the 


earal as to make this lock worthless for 
the purp aP raisine boats. When the 


river its low the ascent accomplished. by 


this: lock is tine feer. Tr is: fargver ‘than: the 
orner eon Heine - so canstructed that 


While uthe ares an iis “their earso 
trinimed SO as to permit the 
boats to enter the other locks... About a 
miie further the’ canal ae the edge of 
the swamp so’near that I 1 member thar 
in the great’ freshet of “assy a Canal boat 
Was washed @ver the bank and stranded 
in Major Poreher’s corn field. We now 
Come ta ct lock ty which the canal makes 
w rise of ten feet. Thotich it is in. the 
hishiand i¢ has to eress a lone swamp. 
ann. fer nearly half aomile its ae is three 
feer above the surface of the earth. About 
a amnile and a hare from bie Oak Lock 
we arrive at the summit Way which the 

ascends by ‘a “double jleck ‘to’ the 

ot 19 feet. Here then the canal has 
Feached its freatest elevation, being thir- 
tv-four feer above the ordinary level of 
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Poe double lock, or Big Camp, as it is 
pe Ee welfare Gk ape ; 
generals ealled. is a very picturesque > 
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he canal. On 
FP and r F 


t 
a little to the rear 
Major Porcher, with al 
APMUARCeST On theeriche 


mothe residence of ‘the lock ae in 
Jfont, tess than a quarter of a mile, is the 
He OY Which “the: Entaw road. crocuses 
+} fi 


ee ed Est below’ is “the basin. con- 
ror bots to lie in, on.the edge. of 
‘hy ouinic is the large brick ware. Rouse. 


apened or shut oy 
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ly nate 


and a little removed to the east and front- 
ine on the .Eutaw road. is the director's 


nouse, with its outbuildings: and near 
them the overseer’s house and work shops. 
Deep cutting has been necessary and the 
bridge is several feet above the surface 
ofthe canal.” This summit. tevel is’ five 


“miles in “engsth. “its supply -of water is 
dependent upon the rains, which swell the 


level of Kirk Swamp. its principal feeder. 
in order. to’ keep the’ water ni the 


‘swamp it is enclosed by a dam four hun- 
dred yards in width 


and twenty-two hun- 
‘dred v yards fone; and as the canal must le 
below its level in order to receive its wa- 
ter, it was necessary to dig sometimes as 
much as sixteen feet. before excavating 


the canal proper, making in all a depth 
of twenty-two feet. 


This deep cut ts about three miles in 
tength, and then we have on the west a 
View of Kirk Swamp reservoir, the sole 


9 


feeder of this level and one of the prinei- 


pal feeders of the canal. In the spring of 


the year it used to be covered with. the 
pond tily, whose broad: white and flat blos- 
soms floated gracefully on the bosom: of 
the waters, and was an attractive signt 
in this otherwise gloomy tract of ecorntry, 


for the covrse of the canal is now. entire- 


ly through the forest and no signs of busi-’ 


néss life are to pe seen. Five miles - from 
the double lock we reach the end of the 


summit level and descend by a lock ten 


fect deép into a lower level of country. 
On the left we can see a part of a reser- 


_voir of 150 acres, which is to feed this level 
and we Know that another is on the rieht. 
By the bridge over the lock 


th 


the. St John's 
road from Monck’s Corner to Grééniand 
Swamp crosses the canal. The route is 
then over an uneven country, the ped of 


ihe canal sometimes having its bed as 


high as eight feet above the surtace for 
avout a mile and a halg when we come to 
another lock with a descent of ten feet, 
and about half a mile further on we find 
another lock with a descent of five. feet. 


A short distance to the west is the main 


stream of upper Biggin Swamp, which is 
fed by perennial Springs gushing from 


limestone rock, and fed also by tributary 
streams, which. coming from the .east, 
bass under the canal by aqueducts or ecul- 


‘Yerts. But none of this water feeds the 
canal: the whole Gourse through the high- 
lands is. supplied with water from 
“uttificial’ reserynirs, Jargelvy” denendént 
upon Tain water, which are constructed 
About the summit Jevel. Teaving = this 


small lock we pass for three miles through 
a Very uneven country. sometimes cutting 
through high sand hills. sometimes raising 
the bed of the Gamal several feet ab ove the 
surface of the lew sround, and passing by 
Way of i harge tributary of Bigsin Creek. 
Leaving this the tand 


ist 


higher and the . 


digging is deep until we get to Black Oak, 
three miles Fram the last mentioned lack 


Black Oak is classic ground... Here one 


ef the public highways crosses the eanar. 
The public road to Biggin Church as -neer- 
by and sin Sight: Pere is “ay ipiscepal | 
Church “and here. too, stood: the etub 
house of the old St John’s Hunting Club. 


In this house the planters of the neigh- 


borheod met on stated days, sometimes 
eu’ sometimes twice-a month, for social 

niercourse, and: a dinner "rigidly “pre- 
seribed was furnished by one of the mem- 
bara As the: meetings ‘were. .stated, the 


elub always had visitors, great men from 


a distance, who would go thither-on that, 
day to enjoy social intercourse ‘with the 
people of that district, Fire records of 


the club were Kept in.a jarge book, and to 


this day one can read a notice ‘of every 
dinner that was eaten there since it was 
first organized in 1860; who furnished the 


presided: what members: were 
what guests were entertained. 
Here went the board of school ecmmis- 
sioners and of overseers of the poor, and 
here the commissioners of roads. always 
held’one of their meetings. the other heing 
held at Biggin Church. It is neediess’ tp 
add. that. at all these meetings a dinner 
fas furnished. Black Oak, tee. was 
muster tield waen St John’s had three 


din ner 


present, 


ai nd 


sre 
ana 


baie 


military companies. 
f remember oncé, perhaps in YS8b. on. a 


elahy dav: dinner was about being 
was directed to an 
of -ecneks at the 
and saw in the 
laden with coops 
in every one of which. was a- game: cock, 
erowing wan all his might. On inquiring 
we were toid that they belonged to a -gen- 


just as 
attention 
ordinary crowing 
We went thither 
boat which was 


served, our 
extra 
canal. 


Inek a 


tleman from the upper country of high: 
social positien, but of a dtcidedly sportive 
tendency. He was travelling on the boat 


with his cocks, but had walked on whilst 
his boat was going through the lock. He 
Was not personally known: to any of cus. 
wut his name was a passport in the- best 
eompany and a deputation was sent to. 
invite him’ to dine “svith the .club., He 
came and so completely did he. possess 
himself that a. stranger Aogeewres upon us 


ed 


nN 


that he was 
of the neign- 
had heard, that 
was a lover of 
venture he was 
city, After 
AaSnre 


would never have 
the most reputable 
borhood. He said: that: ne 
the Governor of Havana 
the cockpit, und with this 
voineg to try his fortunes in that 


or 


WOT 
citise 
y 


spending an hour pleasantly with 
left us and went to rejoin his erowing 
Cargo. 

Black a was miso the seene of many 
Pelitical me ‘tin oes when the nullification 
contest Was high. Tt: was penerally Line 
etronshe dee #4 the Erion party, bubin’ No- 


yemiper, i831, the State 


Rights party gave 
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‘a mublic dinner there to. some of as dig- 
he tables: were 
HL Dagety amid the ofks on the Tat Eh ee the 
club house. and: abeut three hundred. men 
went to welcome their guests; Gen Harmil- 
ten, Gen Hayne, Mr Robert J. Turnbuil, 
Isane E. Holmes and Mr. afterwards 
Chancellor, Dunkin addressed the people 
on. that occasion. 
The Episecpal. Church was opened for 
divine service in isv6. It was closely eon- 
ected with the Pineville. Church and 
served by the same minister. In the year 
1546: the old. Ghurch havine= Decome tuo 
smali for the apne, pepsin ne new -one 
was opened for pudlic worship, and not 
long afterwards. the eats ton being 
Gesirous of more. frequent ministrations, 
elected the Rev C. P. Gadsden ta be their 
assistant minister, but seon afterwards 


Titarics. Gb Live holes st eee A. 


vieilded ta. -the . Wishes .of the- other 
shurehes, so that Messrs Deion and Gads- 


den minist ered. .in.,, lh three: caf. the 
churches. It was .not unti. 1517: that the 
churchyard Was used as a cemetery. Since 
that time.it has been largely strewn with 
the graves, of the peers te . dnusight 
of Black Oak, a Hittie to the no ea is 
Pooshee, the old. residence of ime branch 
of the Ravenel famiis. In frent. bur not 
in sight; is Wantoot, the residence: of an- 
olhner branch, which was ruthlessly de- 
stroyed by Gen Potter in 165. Anout a mile 
anda half to the west is Northampton, 
formerly the residence of Gen Mouttrie. 

The canal descends Il) feet at Biack Oak 
by a lock, and. about a quarter. of-a.mite 
further on it makes another descent of 
1¢ feet, and here for the first time swe fine 
a natural water course suppiving it. with 
water. 

About 1844 the water was constantiy dis- 
appearing trom this: short-reach. Nv or- 
dinary art could ‘stop the isak. tt was 
found to proceed from: the sinking ofa 
portion. of the lower reck upon whieh tht 
whole country lies. Air Smith. the. .super- 
intendent, nad a wooden tlepr laid et the 
bottom ef the. canal nearix: the wane 
length of this reach and. they suecceesdtet 
in holding the water. 

We have now: 2one> over titeen miles 
and find that the whole course dies heen 
over thisvhizchiand.. lm nov fase has ine 
use, been’ made of the  nutural water 
courses which flow: mear the iimecof the 
canal inte both rivers. Greenland Swamp, 
which might have’ been made uvailsbhie as 
the Santee bedi is used onty to supply the 


deficiencies Jof Kirk Swim. andefertiis 


purpose huge dams were corms trheted fo 
raise the water and turn fromeats mits 
ur. Chanel fend: Bien. Sains with: ies 
inexhanstine suppivoof woter dhas. teen 
entirely meglbetely Weronaw have a@ view 
of Bissini SS wags, sbiut ociiret uM 


avoid) aor 


tering it. Skirting along the edge of the 
swamp the eanal overlooks and in. some- 
Cases intersects the rice tleld of Wantont 
Dlatitation, tvhere a large bank. is' neces- 
sury to furnish a bed, and it is not until 
We get.to Cole Hill, about a miie and a 
half below Black Oak, that we tairly entez 
the swamp. This is done by a lock of $ 
feet deseent: from, this place to Simp- 
son's the distance.is three miles, and this 
level is abundantly fed by the waters of 
the Wadboo Springs... Simpson's .Lock is 
a double lock, with a deseent of 16 feet 
flere the canal. reaches tidewater, and 


Te 
hi 


here it. mizht have stepped;..but.im con- |. 


sequence of the tortuous eharacter of the 
sireani 2nd its many obstructions, tt was 
deemed advisable to cut a new channei 
more than two miles in length.to the river. 
This is the channel ef which FE spoke in 
the early part of this essay as an illustra- 
tion of the jealaus vanity of the engineer. 
This lies partly on oigh: land and. partly 
in the swamp. where it is bedded above 
tne surface. It was expected that a town 
woult be built at.Simoson’s.. Lt ies. under 
a high bill, and there is a.large basin: for 
the aecommodation of boats. Here is a 
large brick ware house, and the whole 

ne is.very. pleasing and Se a elt a 
shert distance south of the Monck’s Corner 
road the canal enters. Cooper, River. At 
its. terminus is a large woolen lock very 
wide, so that boats on leaving. the ecanai 
may Here trim theim cargoes. .for river. 
navigation. When the gates of this: lock 
are deft. open the tide rises. up to. Simop- 
son's Lock. 


2 


Thus we have a description of the work. 
All judges who. have visited it speak in 
terms of the highest admiration of its ex- 
eelleénce- and perfect tinish: with which the 
whole of it is executed, {7 Col Sent erred 
in ettrrvine his canal so great a- distance 
over the highlands he certainly exhibited 
eommendabie fidelity in the manner of its 
vxeeution, Liane descent from the summit 
level to Cooper River is 69 feet. 

As tar as-i can learn this was: ff not the 
first, certainly ‘the second danish ee of 
the kind: undertaken in the United States. 
Am attempt to @et round the falls of the 
dames.-River, at Richmond.) owas: com- 
meneel, but suspended. by the breaking 
Gat tef. the hevolutionary “owar.: Asushert 
oppabin Massachusetts was. chartered in 
iw, and probwbly finished before the San- 
tee Canal “Phis maniféstation of ‘enter- 
prise in South Carolina .taken in connec- 
tien with the history of the South Carolina 
hhaiiroud, is very remarkable. [It shows 
that our people have the spirit of enter- 
prices ot shows: - also perhaps that they 


fmemt ly neti viministrative (ability. Hor 
Want -perhkaps Ob this” tater virtue has 


Spierheted the pe ricious practice of rely- 
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pk to be left entirely ro individual or 
associated enterprise. _ 

l have not. been able to ascertain the 
number of shares into which the stock of 
the canal was ‘originally divided, nor the 
price of subscription. *Neither of these 
were fixed br the Act of Incorporation. 
Tradition says ° there were a thousand 


shares, and as the cost of ithe work was 


about eight hundred thousand dollars, 
the actual tost of each share must have 
been about eight tiloeusand dollars. LT’ have 


often heard that some sanguine  gentle- 
men, confident of the value of the prop- 


erty, subscribed for se yon) shares. and 
Were seriously crippled in their estates in 
order to pay their subscriptions. When the 
canal was finished nes be were no debts 
to be’ funded.: The modern resources of 
building. svith “borrow a inmoney. was un- 
known to. the financiers of 
SGOn as it commenced its work 
ings: were honestly its awn. and 
Haid a dividend it was an’ honest one 
The revenue of the canal was di =e 
wholly from tolis on boats passing fram 
one river to another: and as the cost and 
waste of nassing a-. boats was the same. 


its earn- 


the toll was indiscriminately fixed at 
twenty-one dollars for a passage through. 
So. that nearly every. boat paid a. toll of 


I 
forty-two dollars. I sav nearly every boat, 
for a practice prevailed extensively to 
have two boats, one of which: fitted mts 
the other. The two came down the river 
with eotton on each: but after the load 
was discharged in Charleston the smuatler 
boat was lifted into fhe larger, received 
the return freight. and the two returned 
fo. the Santee as a single boat. 

It was not lone before the hopes of the 
projectors of the we 3 
Whatever’ might have been the business 
Which the upper country could give, the 
introduction of the ecotten culture, whilst 
the construction was going on, gave a 
character to the industrial pursuit of the 
couniry which it ras never lost. Instead 
of sending down boattoads of miscellane- 
us: prutucts: of industry, the: boats: were 
all freighted with cotton. As I uaave al- 
ready observed, it is useless to consult tne 
newspapers of the early vears of the cen- 
tury for information respecting the busi- 
hess af the -canal. It is pro bable ‘har the 
cotton business very early reached its ne 
plug ultra. As E know that the most pros- 
perous period in the history of the canal 
Was aboutsthe year 1826 [ have consu! 
the papers. of that period and find that 
aout seven “hundred and twenty. boats 
derive, iy? % eetiestan FERRIS ABOUT 
seventy thousand. bales «of ¢ : 
hoats came in from Octo! ger. to. June ine 
CMisive; the months of July, August and 
September ‘Were: devoted to cleaning. aut 


began to fade 
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which brought tne 


that epoch. As” 


when it 


il 


the canal and putting things in readiness 


for the winter work. In order to command 


the laborers far tins Important work the 
compank was authorized to import and 
keep three hundred slaves. 
From this statement you will infer th: AT 
even in its most prosperous Gay the canal 
did a business far from commensurate 
with the expectations of its founders, Such 


[ believe is the fate of every work that. 


depends upon a great staplie-—-cotton made 
men rich, but kept the colintry poor, {ts 
maggie influences paralyzed all energy for 
any other pursuvt, and teo often the boats 
cotton from the coun- 
try would return with eorn to feed the 
preducers of cotton. Tt was once proudiy 
thought that cotton was iting, and so it 
is, a king who rules despotically over his 
own eiopde keeps them poor and makes 
them the thralls of the rest of the civilized 
world. his my State as I do and know- 
ing: as Ido the pernicious influence which 
that meritorious staple Has wrougsnt and 
is still working upon us, if-E were an ab- 
so.ute governor t would punish with death 
every citizen of the State who would plant 
a seed of it. 

But the eanal was destined to suffer 
serious toss from the meterorolesical state 
of Ho EOuEY The years 1S8f8, 17 and 
ine ie lh springs were cee i up. anid 
there was manifested the .error of Col 
Senf in utterly disregarding the perennial 
limestone streams which run a 
whole course. The canal was c ry from 
White Oak to Black ‘Oak. “I remember 
when a boy that I walked on bie ary 
of the canal between the rwo locks at t 
Place, .uen were all the reads to. Chari 
ton whitened by the tents of the wag: 
asvtaey slowly pursued their toiling way 
to and from. the metropolis; and then did 
the unfortunate spirit of public improve- 
ment g8€ possession ef our Legislature 
and make turnpikes for these cotton laden 
wagons. So protracted was the drought 
that at last the company determined tH 
resort to-the use of steam tho All the canal 
with “water. Two-engines were 
one at White Oak. to. lift the water from 
the river; and: one at: Cie’ Camp. to- lift, -ik 
to its: summit level After: eens expen - 
Giture of time anti money the engines be- 
van to. play. That st White. Oak -barely 
furnished ioe to fill up the leakage: 
thatat Big Camp, I have been told by one 
who saw it, commenced its operations by 
Hitins up a boy »who was recklessly lean- 
ing upon the beam, but foriunatiely, doing 
him no damage except to trighten. him. 


erected, 


‘and eontinued workime, for half an hoa. 
when it stopped. an 


d never worked aguin, 
Efere was the. same spirit of enterprise 


- or whien-b have alreads spoken; bur either 


premature or misdirected. he engines 
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i - were bought by an enterprising 


per cent on. the 


-be expected,.a serious: blow to 


Lm PER ST 


eitizen of 
Rhode Island, who seld them, and. a. liti- 
gation grew out wt. the \sale whichsan- 
noyed me for several: vears, inasmuch as 


‘Eowas especialiy commissioned by: the 


Court of Massachusetts to take testimony 
respécting the engines, and I always: had 


the miortification of reporting that the ser- 


vants of the canal could give no answers 
to. their questions, 


At the end of three hia the rains came 


- @gain to fill the grounds, and then com- 
menced ihe pooling period of the com-. 


pany. The shares were sold at three hun- 
dred dollars, and the dividends were:-some- 
times as hi ih as forty-five dollars, of 15 
murket price of the 
shares. * 

In i825 the South Carolina Railroad was 
commenced and about TSi0 the. Columbia 
branch wes finished. This was, as might 

> the canal. 
But not’ so sreat as mighi be reasonably 
supposed. The produce of the Sali ida and 
ot a considerable portion of the Broa 
River had always found a ieenelset it Aw 
susta, and the people found a more ready 
means of Selling their produce and buying 
their supplies by wagoning to Angusta 
than by the tedious and often dangerous 


river navigation to Columbia. Hence the 


receipts of the tanal did not suffer more 
than from three to five thousand: doRars 
per annum. Bot the handwriting was on 


the wall and the days of the canal were - 


numbered. “As soon as the Camden 
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branch was completed the canal was re- 


‘duced to the near neighboruood trade, and 


mevitsures ‘were adopted for closi ing it per- 
manently. — 

As the. canal had a. perpetual. charter 
and had incurred sérious obigations, an 
Act of the iuegislature @as necessary to 
effect a permanent closure. In. 1850. this 
was obtained and the corporate life of the 
canal celesed. It now lies a large und 
ynoisome ditch, a nuisance to the neighber- 
hood, but a monument of the enterprising 
spirit of the generation that conceived 
and executed it, 

from the description of the canal and 
its resources given in the feregosing paper 
it will be seen that the people of Cooper 
River made unfounded complaints when 
they charged the canal with keeping hack 
the: water. that. naturally. belonged to 
Cooper. River. In point. of fact the canal 
gaye to Cooper River water which nature 
had intended for the Santee. Kirk Swamp, 
the principal reservoir, is a tributary of 
the Santee, and Greenland Swamp was 
made to swell the stores of Kirk Swamp. 
All the reservoirs are About the summit 
level, and are naturally summit swamps, 
whose. outlet: might be into et st rivet 
dae only water of Cooper River which is 
used is Pooshee Spring and sie Wadbeor 


Springs—and these when they filled the ca- 


nal were allowed to pass out and seek. 
their natural receptacles 

@The stock was divided into 720 shares 
at 31.000 each: M.) 
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APPENDIN. 


It will be seen by the following extracts from Charleston papers 
that Prof. Porcher’s search for items in contemporary newspapers con- 
cerning the Santee Canal was not as thorough as it might have been : | 

“Thursday last a number of gentlemen met at the State-house in this City, 
to take into consideration the proposed plan of opening a communication by locks 
between Cooper and Santee rivers. The result of the meeting was to petitiom the 
Legislature at their next sitting, for a charter.—That the company should consist 
of a thousand shares at 1001. sterling each share, three guineas are to be paid 
down at subscribing, the remainder as shall be agreed upon when the charter is 
obtained. . . ! 

Tonorable Jobn-Fancheraud Grimke and Richard Hutson, Esquires, Major 
Mitchell, Thomas Junes. John Dawson, Aaron Loocock, and William Bull, Esquires, 
were appointed a Committee to receive subscriptions. 

fhe above proposed plan is so highly. siete 2 of, that one gentleman has 
subscribed his name for three hundred shares.’’—The South-Carolina Gazette, and 
the Publie Advertiser, Saturday, November 12, 40 5. 


The Legislature met in Charleston on Tuesday, January 31, 1786, 
and on Wednesday, February ist’, the following notice appe: afain in The 


d 


Charleston Morning Post. and Daiiy Advertiser and was repeated in the 
issues for the 2d., 3d. and 6th. (slightly changed) : 

“A meeting of the Subscribers and persons fered in the opening of the 
Canal between Santee and Cooper Rivers, will be held at the City-Tavern, on 
Monday next, at six o’clock in the evening.” 


On Tuesday, lebruary 7th. the Legislature took up the Canal 
matter, and the report of the Llouse proceedings for that day, published » 
in The Charleston Morning Post, and Daily Advertiser for the Sth. says : 

“Chancellor Rutledge, as chairman of a meeting held last night at the City 
Tavern, of subscribers, &¢. to the projected canal between the rivers Cooper and 
Santee, praying for assistance to prosecute their intended undertaking, which 
wonld be immediately beneficial to this state, as well as to individuals in pee 
The petition was received, and ordered to be committed.’ 


fr 


Again the above named paper for Tuesday, March 14th., contained 


- 


the following notice, which was repeated with slight changes on the 
Lith, a ad iTth : 
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. “A Meeting of the Company of the Inland N vavigation between Santee and 


Cooper Rivers, will be held at the City-lavern, on hae day next, the 16th instant, 


at six o'clock in the evening, on business highly interesting to the concern; it is 


- therefore requested that every subscriber, who possibly can, will attend. 


Mareh 14th, 1736." 


Again on Saturday, March 25, 1786, we find : 

“Ata meeting of the Incorporated Company for opening the inland naviga- 
tion between Santee and Cooper Rivers, held at the City-Tavern on Tharsday the 
23d instant, the following officers were chosen, viz. 

DIRECTORS. 
His Excellency Gov. MouuTRIE, 
President ; 
Hororable Joun Ru eben. Esq ; 
Vice-President ; 

Judge Burke, Judge Grimke, Judge Drayton. Gen. Pinckney, Gen. Sumter, 
Gen. Marion, Commodore Gillon, Major Mitchell, Edward Rutledge, John Huger, 
Thomas Jones. Thomas Walter, William Doughty, Joseph Atkinson, Henry 
Laurens, jun. James Sinclair, Theodore Gourdin, Aaron Loocock, and Theodore 
Gaillard, Esquires. 

Dan. Bonrdeaux, Es: /reasurer. 

Stephen Drayton, Esq; Seeretury.”’ 


Vrom this time on we find numerous calls for meetings, notices of 
elections, calls tor payments on shares and reports of the progress of the 


» 


work, until on. Thursday, - May 1801, Fhe. Times; of Charles ston, 
eoutains the following very Saderkcting if notice : 
“We are happy in being able to announce to the public, that Mr. William 
auford, an enterprising citizen. who lives en the banks of Broad River, near 
Pinckney Court- House, hich is more than ninety miles above Granby, arrived in 
this city. through the Santee Canal, on Luesday the 26th inst. with his own boat. 


built on his own land, and loaded with his own crop, after having safely passed 


4 ee 


- over all the falls and shoals that are between his plantation and Charleston, 


This is the first enterprize of the kind that has taken place at so great a 
distance from the sea coast: and trom its suece Sx) leads to the MOst plea sing ant icl- 
pation of the immense advantages which are li kely soon to result from the easy 
intercourse that may now be «arried on, between Charleston and the interior 
country, by means of the Santee Canal. 

When the obstructions of the navigation of the Broad and Catawba rivers, 
(which are far from being as nuwerons as have been represented) shall be removed. 
the superabounding productions of the upper country will fow into Charleston 
in such full tides, and with se much expedition and so little expence, as will lower 
our markets, and at the same time a the pockets of our remote fellow-citizens, 
And what will be equally aerreen le, the centiemen whoa have persevered so sne 


a 


e the canal, will possess a property 
x} 


Which while contri bates to the welfareoi the state, will yield them an income 
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PPthat itl: amply repay all that they have expended.in.an undertaking which is 
unequalled i in the new world!” 

— Colonel Sent, the [nat of ee al oF whom 
Porcher has written so entertainingly, died in 1806, as will be seen by 
the following notice published in the Charleston Courier of Wednesday, 


September 3, 1506 : 

“Died, at his Seat in Rocky Mount, South Carolina, on the 24th ult. of a 
lingering illness. in the 53d year of his age, Colonel Christian Senf, Chief Engineer 
of the State of South Carolina. He was an Officer of merit and information, and 
had served with great applause in the Southern States, as an Engineer, during 
our Revolutionary contest.” 
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